Minutes of the Clivia Society Annual General Meeting

15 May 2010, The Willows, Port Elizabeth, South Africa
1.
Welcome
The chairperson, Johan Spies, extended a special welcome to all members, guests and Oom Pat (Mr. Pat Gore), who has yet to miss an AGM of the Clivia Society. He also thanked Thys Groenewald and the EPCC for hosting the AGM and their hospitality shown to the guests. Thys Groenewald, on behalf of the EPCC, welcomed the members present and wished that they would enjoy their stay in the friendly city Port Elizabeth although the wind nearly blew them away on arrival on Friday afternoon. Johan explained that all were free to ask questions, but that only official delegates were entitled to vote.  Johan also expressed his sincere thanks to all who had travelled far to attend the. All the documents were distributed in time and would be considered as read. The languages of the meeting are Afrikaans and English.

2.
Constituting the meeting
No proxies were received. The members attending the meeting constituted a quorum and the chairman declared the meeting duly constituted.

3.
Attendance register
Present:
Ex Officio: Johan Spies (chairman) and Christo Topham, (Vice Chairman)
Cape Clivia Club: Dave Garriock and Clayton Jonkers
Eastern Province Clivia Club: Thys Groenewald, Andre Calitz and Willie le Roux 
Northern Clivia Club:  Tino Ferero, Peter Lambert and Lena v/d Merwe
KwaZulu-Natal:  Francois van Rooyen and Glen Boyd
Garden Route Clivia Club:  Piet Theron
Free State Clivia Club:  Johan Spies 
Joburg Clivia Club:  Glynn Middlewick and Henriette Stroh
Lowveld Clivia Club:  Roger Fisher
Northern Free State:  Hannes van Rooyen
Honorary Members:  Tino Ferero.


Apologies:  Ken Smith, Aart van Voorst, William McCleland and Jaco Nel, (representatives for associate members), John van der Linde (overseas) and Paul Kloeck (knee operation).
An attendance register was circulated to record others attending (apologies) the meeting. A total of 49 members and Club members attended the meeting.
Recording of representatives (alternates) for Constituent Clivia Clubs and Clivia Enthusiasts.
The chairman read out the names of the representatives of clubs received. Several Clubs did not nominate alternates.
4.
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 16 May 2009
The minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 16 May 2009 were accepted as a true reflection of the meeting (proposed by Sakkie Nel and seconded by Koos Geldenhuys).

5. Matters arising from the minutes
none.

6. Honorary membership
The proposal of Kevin Walters to become honorary life member of the Clivia Society was circulated and the majority voted in favour of the proposal. He was elected as honorary life member of the Clivia Society by the meeting. Ken Smith will be approached to hand the certificate to Kevin at an appropriate occasion in Australia.

7. Clivia Society Conference in 2010
The chairman asked the meeting to indicate by a show of hands that they intend to attend the conference in September.  About 18 planned to go.  The meeting was requested to complete the registration form included in the latest Clivia News as centre page. 
GRCC complained in writing stating that the Clivia Society should protect Clubs against individuals who organise activities that clash with club activities. EPCC supported the GRCC. They are not satisfied with the habitat tour organised that starts on 1 October. The chairman explained that to overcome this, clubs should be willing to host the conference. The tours are organised independent of the conference. EPCC indicated that they do not receive much interest in their tour and Sean Chubb agreed that they find the same situation in KZNCC. Peter Lambert pointed out that the local Club, who organised the conference, takes precedence. 
8.
Amendments to the constitution
None
9. Financial Report

Treasurer’s report
The treasurer, Sakkie Nel asked the meeting to consider point 6 of the treasurer’s report. He propose that clubs order and pay for 10 copies each of yearbooks one and five in advance to aid in financing the reprint of these books. Point 8 of the report should be deleted. 
Financial report
Tino Ferero proposed and Peter Lambert seconded that the meeting accept the financial report as prepared by the auditors. 
Sakkie will investigate the probability of the Clivia Society having to pay income tax. It is the responsibility of each Club to investigate with SARS what their tax responsibility is.
10. Appointment of Auditor

The auditors Dekker en Genote was appointed as proposed by Sakkie Nel and seconded by Tino Ferero.
11.
Budget for 2011
Sakkie Nel, tabled the budget for 2011. Sakkie pointed out that by having the layout and printing of the yearbook done in Pretoria, we could save a considerable amount of money. The meeting approved the proposed budget for 2011 as proposed by Willie le Roux and seconded by Koos Geldenhuys.

12.
Other reports
12.1 & 12.2
Yearbook and newsletter: Roger Fisher
There is a request to have some of the articles in the yearbook peer reviewed to make it’s contents more scientific. Roger Fisher requested that the inner page content of the newsletter to be dropped - it takes up a lot of space and it is a constant battle to get the Clubs to supply and update their contact information. Members do not use the newsletter that much for advertisements and other sponsors should be found to subsidise the printing of the newsletter. Sakkie, as PRO liased with other periodicals to advertise the clivia shows. He made yearbook 11 and Clivia News available to them and they are very impressed with the quality of these publications. The reports were accepted with thanks (proposed by Francois van Rooyen and seconded by Sakkie Nel).
12.3
Research Committee: Johan Spies
Johan Spies reported that the research of unravelling the colour genes in Clivia is making good progress. The four genes responsible for the colour red are also present in yellow plants. Other factors exist regulating the formation of the red pigment. For R 250 000 they had the order of the clivia genes resolved. There are 23 genes involved with colour in clivias. 
There are only three true species – C. mirabilis, C. nobilis and C. caulescens. The others are interbreeding/ crossings. C. Robusta consists of about three species. Eshowe yellow is a gardinii interspecific. This report was accepted as proposed by Hannes van Rooyen and seconded by Roger Fisher.

12.4
Public Relations: Sakkie Nel
Each Club will get about five Clivia News letters for PRO purposes. This report was accepted as proposed by Peter Lambert and seconded by Henriette Stroh.

12.5
Registration of genus Clivia: K Smith
No report received. The question was asked who printed the booklet on the registered names of clivia cultivars. The EPCC, GRCC and other clubs complained that they did not receive any of the booklets. Marlene Topham explained that the NCC had to pay import tax on the books. The Post Office was requested for a re-assessment, but they decided to return the parcels to Ken Smith. The other Clubs also had to pay import tax on their consignment. The meeting requested that the information on the registered cultivars should be put on the Clivia Society web site and not on Ken Smith’s web site. 

12.6
Web Site
None
12.7
Standards and Judging: K Geldenhuys
Koos Geldenhuys reported that the compilation of the guide is nearing completion. He showed a document as it stands on the moment. They still want to take more photographs to illustrate the text. The meeting requested that they should make haste and have the document ready by September.  On a question from Andrè Calitz Koos explained that before the document is finalized, Clubs would be requested to comment on the document. The chairman thanked Koos.
The chairman expressed his gratitude to all committees for all the work done by them.
12.8
Reports from Clubs
The chairman expressed a word of thanks to all Clubs for the excellent work done in their region in promoting Clivia. Clubs should inform the Secretary of the formation of interest groups in their region.

12.9
Chairman’s report: Johan Spies
Christo Topham (vice chairman) took the chair while Johan Spies addressed the meeting. Johan thanked Christo, the vice-chairman, for all he has done regarding the conference. He also thanked Lena, Sakkie and Roger and others who helped with the publications of the Society. He informed the meeting that this is his last year as chairman.  He also thanked all for their reports sent in timeously. He encourages members to make their prized plants available for the auction during the conference. The chairman’s report was accepted as proposed by Glynn Middlewick and seconded by Sakkie Nel.

13
Election of Office Bearers
13.1
Chairperson
Chairman. Johan Spies was the only nominee as chairman and therefore unanimously elected as chairman. He thanked the meeting for the confidence put in him.
13.2
Vice-chairperson
Vice Chairman. Christo Topham was the only nomination as vice Chairman and unanimously elected.
13.3
Treasurer
 Sakkie Nel was the only nomination as treasurer and unanimously elected.
13.4
Secretary
The Chairman explained to the meeting the position of Secretary (Lena van der Merwe) need, according to the Constitution, a unanimous vote from the meeting to be re-elected. 
Lena van der Merwe was the only nomination and unanimously elected.

13.5 Additional member not a representative
Sakkie Nel was nominated and unanimously elected. 

13.6 Additional member also a representative
Francois van Rooyen was proposed by Roger Fisher and seconded by Glynn Middlewick. Francois was elected on the executive committee.
14.
Election/Appointment of members for sub-committees
Each club should nominate a member on these sub-committees.

14.1
Yearbook
Roger Fisher, R Dixon and C. Felbert
14.2
Newsletter
R Fischer and Tienie Williams (EPCC) as additional member. 

14.3 Public Relations 
Sakkie Nel and Susan Kloeck (LCC member). Sakkie requested that each Club should put a name forward that will act as the contact person in that club.

14.4 Registration of genus Clivia 
Ken Smith and Wimpie Maass (EPCC), Roger Fisher (LCC) and Joubert van Wyk, (NCC). Each club should nominate a member on this committee 
14.5 Web Site
Gideon Scheepers (JCC), Ian Radmore (LCC) and Wimpie Maass (EPCC)
14.4
Research 
Johan Spies as convenor and Charl Malan, (EPCC), Clive Mitchel (LCC) and Henriette Stroh (JCC)

14.7
Standards and Judging committee
Koos Geldenhuys, A Calitz (EPCC) Paul Kloeck (LCC) and Bill de Swart (JCC). Each club should nominate a member on this committee.

14.8 Other
None

15. Additional agenda points

Funding of research at UFS by Johan Spies
The meeting decided to sponsor research into the clivia genetics at the University of the Free State with an amount of R 40000.00. They requested a written report on the research, which could be made available to club members; as they do not all attend the AGM where progress is reported.

Membership fees for students
Bona fide students pay 50 % of the membership fee.
Price increase of publication
Willie le Roux made an appeal that the Exco should investigate the prices of publications to keep it reasonable.
16
Hosting of Annual General Meeting in 2011. 
The meeting decided that KZNCC would host the AGM in 2011. 
KZNCC also propose to host the conference in 2014 to coincide with the Garden and Leisure Show of the Royal Agricultural Society of Natal in Pietermaritzburg. The Garden and Leisure Show is South Africa’s “Chelsea Show.” Their offer was accepted with gratitude.
17
Honoraria
The meeting awarded an honorarium of R 4 000-00 to the secretary, as well as to the treasurer.
28
Closure
The meeting was declared closed at 17:35. The Chairman thanked the meeting for the pleasant positive spirit and wished delegates a safe drive back home. The meeting adjourned to watch the rugby match between the Bulls and the Stormers before dinner.

………………………………


……………………………

Prof. J SPIES




DR. MJ VAN DER MERWE

CHAIRMAN
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16 February 2010

Mr John Handman 

KZN Clivia Club 

PO Box 266 

3291 Merrivale

Dear Mr Handman

2014 INTERNATIONAL CLIVIA CONFERENCE

Whilst we appreciate that your enquiry was only preliminary in nature, we detail below certain aspects discussed at our Garden & Leisure Show organizing meeting on Friday, 12 February 2010.

1.
We would be delighted to host the International Clivia Conference concurrently with the show in 2014.

2.
We are in a position to offer you Hall 8 measuring 800 square meters to host your conference. This venue can cater for 900 delegates seated theatre style and 550 delegates seated classroom style.

3.
Subject to your also proceeding with that stated against point 4 below, this venue will be made available to you free of charge. Having said this, the costs of furniture, stages, draping, air-conditioning, etc will have to be borne by yourselves. Should you not proceed with the display as detailed against point 4 it will be necessary to levy a charge of R8000.00 excl (to be adjusted by the annual CPIX during the intervening period) for the venue.

4.
We are also in a position to make available to you Hall 2 for an appealing choreographed display as well as sales; this to form an integral part of the exhibition component of the show. Should you opt to proceed with this item, the Society would be prepared to make available to you a grant in the quantum of R30 000.

5.
During the course of the meeting, you suggested two preferred dates, being 12 to 14 or 19 to 21 September. Discussion ensued following your departure and all agreed that the second weekend (viz. 19 to 21 September) would be the preferred date.

6.
Although not discussed at the meeting, we must respectfully point out - by way of a cautionary - that the show grounds are constantly the subject of upgrading and alteration. To this end, and whilst we would never, let a client down at the last minute, there is a possibility that Hall 8 and the adjacent area could be the subject of refurbishment during the next five years. Should this transpire, alternative venues may have to be considered.

Although we understand that this proposal has yet to be considered by your various committees, we look forward to hearing from you as soon as you are in a position to revert.

Yours sincerely
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